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On est en 1931 (et réédition dés 1932), mais ce sera la premiére fois que
H.P. Lovecraft verra une de ses histoires (« La musique d'Erich Zann »)
reprise dans un livre imprimé, et sous lautorité pas moins que celle de
Dashiell Hammett, qui en rédige aussi l'introduction. Lovecraft n'a pas
droit & son nom en couverture, mais si vous trouvez une de ces deux
éditions chez un bouquiniste, c'est bien lui qui assurera votre fortune !




[1925, jeudi 19 mars]

Up early SH leave read Avernus — ate meal SH left — read more — up
with GK & SL — SL Iv. up with GK till 4 a m — retire.

Levé tot. Sonia s'en va, je lis <The western Avernus » de Morley Roberts.
A midi je mange ce que Sonia avait préparé. Lu encore. Puis a ['étage du
dessus avec Kirk et Loveman. Loveman s'en va, on discute avec Kirk
Jusqu'a 4 heures du matin. Je rentre.

Le départ de Sonia change-t-il quelque chose, sinon se laisser absorber de
nouveau par cette entité plurielle et bavarde qu’il constitue avec Kirk, Loveman
et les autres ? Il lit Morley Roberts, un roman de 1887 (Morley Roberts
mourra en 1942, mais il avait 30 ans a la publication de son roman) : épopée
d’un gentleman de I'ére victorienne égaré sur les chantiers de construction des
voies de chemin de fer en Colombie britannique, a la maniere du Conrad de
Heart of darkness. Ce jour-1a, dans le nord, cette tornade qui laisse 800 morts
derriere elle (le 7imes indique 950, le lendemain précisera) : les tornades
d’aujourd’hui occupent télévisions et journaux bien des jours en amont, mais
le rapport a la mort a changé d’échelle. Une telle pauvreté ou précarité, la-
haut ? On voit sur la carte des noms frangais, Vincennes, ou Terre Haute,
prison qui recevra plus tard Chuck Berry. Garder en téte ce quune actualité
de cet ordre révele de l'inconscient sociétal de la mort a chaque époque,
lorsqu’on lit les romans et récits de celle-ci. Et quelle différence dans le ressenti
individuel avec le calvaire éprouvé par cette gamine violentée et séquestrée par
des criminels, et pourtant dans le plein cceur actif de Manhattan : s’il y a si peu
de progres dans notre pauvre humanité, la téte mal faite de Lovecraft vaut aussi
pour quon s’y reconnaisse ? Suite de l'exploration d’hier, avec le «bus
fantéme » de Waldo Elwyn Backus : pu télécharger cette anthologie concoctée
en 1932 par Dashiell Hammett, et qui sera pour Howard Phillips Lovecraft la
premiére publication dans un livre imprimé, et sous l'autorité de Hammett :
cest La musique d’Erich Zann quiy est reprise. Mais il y voisine avec Donald
Wandrei, William Faulkner, 'ami Belknap Long, Conrad Aiken et Hanns
Heinz Ewers, dont il fera aussi des « compressions » dans son carnet de 1933.
Et quelle étrangeté d’y trouver aussi le frangais André Maurois, dans une bréve
histoire qu'il situe... prés d’Orléans ! En 1935, publiera un essai sur les auteurs
fantastiques américains, et nombre de ses nouvelles ces années-la sont situées
aux USA, on y reviendra bien sar. « Boulots et voyages », c’est le sous-titre du
livre de Morley Roberts, paru en 1887, arpentages du nord des Etats-Unis,
moins connu qu’un autre livie du méme : Le tour du monde en quatre-vingts

ans (et méme 81 ans, pour étre plus fort que Jules Verne).



New York Times, 19 mars 1925. Séquestrée deux jours dans une cave. Retrouvée au coin
de la 2¢me Avenue et de la 34éme rue, la nuit derniére, portant uniquement une
couverture et des chaussettes, Rose Smith, dgée de 20 ans, a déclaré avoir été retenue
prisonniére dans une cave de la 34¢me rue, entre la 1ére et la 2éme Avenue, par deux
hommes, deux jours durant, qui lui avaient enlevé ses vétements pour 'empécher de
fuir. Elle a été transportée a 'hopital Bellevue dans un état hystérique. Elle porte la
trace de nombreux coups au visage et sur le corps. La jeune fille a dit aux inspecteurs du
commissariat de la 34éme rue qu'elle était entrée dans cet immeuble de la 34éme rue
pour une offre d’emploi, et qu'alors qu’elle repartait deux hommes 'avait emmenée de
force dans les caves, ol les attendaient quatre autres hommes. Sa condition ne lui a pas
permis de raconter les détails de son évasion. Elle a déclaré étre domiciliée au 806 Elton
Avenue dans le Bronx. Il y a deux ans, un groupe de sept hommes avait effectué une
attaque similaire sur une employée de Bellevue, dans une cave des mémes batiments,
cinq avaient été pris et envoyés en prison.
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GIRL SPEEDER HELD
3D TIME IN 8 DAYS

Miss Mendelssohn Threatened
by Judge WIth Severe
Sentence Today.

PERSECUTED, SHE THINKS

Ordered to Glve Up Llcense, She
Says She Can't Face the Spring
Without Her Little Racer.

For the third time ln elght dnn
Helen a hn, a
Columbia University student who is
studying to prepare for a law course,
woao in ecourt far
traffic violations.

The last time she spent one day In
jall In one charge, and was fined §27
with the option >f two days In the work-
house on a second charge. Time was
glven her to raise the fine. )

Yesterday in the Traffic Court, when
she answered Magistrate Max S. Le-
vine's question, she was alternately pert
and penitent. At last she confessed to
speeding at twenty-nine miles an hour
and was remanded untll tomorrow. In
the meantime, the Magistrate told her.,
she must not drlve her car.

The question 3is to what will happen
when she comes up for -entencc tomop
row was a M
great deal last night, for she declued

that she might just as well -gend a year
in jail as lose ner driver icense and

without my
little racer,’’ ghe said, and then made a
reservation, ‘‘tkat 1s, unless I got an

alrplane.

The scene in Traffic Court yesterday
was entirely different from what the
young student pictured It would be. At
the time of her previous conviction she
acquired some pablicity because she pre-
ferred to spend a day in jall lnste‘d ot
gayir;g tha fine of $5, even though

e

mo!
Yesterday :ie eald, she was nll keved
p to mble and contfite. In-

stead, one pert rema.rk aroused the fre
of the M isttate, and he rebuked her
sternly. Vhen she said the car was

a nrceulu to her educallon. boclule
it enabled h

reach her
ume, ne sald ue Tirst thlnl he woma

“You must get rid of that car. ou
are not a fit person to drive.
'l‘.l‘lch that license,”” Magistrate mvlne
old

She f mbled blis
=omethin tho Mum.uto not uwh
He aske court officer r:g t it
The lttendlut said the lirl hi askud
what could one if she refused to
Is'ell e car and did not give up her
icen.

se.
| _"You can’t make & fool of this Court,"”
M-xlutrule Levne sald. *““You may ex-
\5 foo stitf workhouse sentence.
0 not nk for n mlnmo you can be

frivolous this courtroo
| Miss Mendeluohn sald lut nl:h& that
the court at cula.nt muconltruc her
statement. Bhe admi pre-
Hnred for lueh a slluulon by luvin:

er Heenn At

ue Court sent Motor Velicle
Inaneetor O'Brisn to her home to get
the lcense, Miss Mendelssohn insisted
ht that ‘she still hnd it. She

she was being watched by al
trnlﬂc pollcem n.

T I'm being victimized and
;busod by a lot of peoplg who have
nothing to do,"” rhe sai "“There were

lenty of cases 1n court who were speed-
ng more than ] was, and they did not
t-.ke aw ‘K e licenses, so 1 don't

e why ey b

ld take mine.”

HEAD HUNTERS KILL
FGR TOURIST TRADE

Explorer Tells How Shuaras
Slay Even Tribesmen to Sell
Human Heads as Curios.

SPENT YEAR AMONG THEM

C. Lester Liddle Presents Collection
of Native Artic'es to Natural
Histcry Museum.

« has just spent
ack-i-hunting Shuara
muzon country in
caterday  to  the
of Natural History
wenpons, jewels, cere-
ugicai  instruments
- articles of the
nters, including
I In converting
rangers into

Mr. Liddle
xel

mpt basis
© Province

ryv in search of u gold mine
This thie 1 wus making
vl mwrvers
N that ore i= fai
when omes to rcgnrd
fric nd< nllhod h 1 was accide n(ally en-
»d twice. In the first place I
racted too much attention 10 my head
by wearing black sunglasses, hey
h-d never seen glassnrs before, and K
w »0!041 that they were an or-
rl of my head. 1 became ner-
1 found they were studying
oscly. It is a very unpleasant
n to find an intense interest
hkx n in your head by such connojsseurs.

Like Variets in Heads.

“They pluce a high velustion on heads
that zre different. One of the men who
fell a victim of thes: people some years
ego was a white-bearded man sald to
be a German professor. They were par-
ticularly :xirhod .beul lhnl Iy\:lu:c an
dF;;;-w:ﬁ the kﬂ)hgn all ook rhrﬂ
in obedh'lc(- to the tribul law of ey

veng a man was killed in one !’
trlbe hls klnsmen could not rest until}
they had evened it up by killing a mem-

ber ol the other The
e taken, the glmll remou\d and by

process the head
d to t.he size of a fist, still
pﬂr{ecﬂ\ pre ser\l..ﬁ the features of the

slain on 7 this was a mul.er
ot law -nd religion wtih them. but to.
dn.y i u become a matter of supplyving
emand for such relics. i
ls a ar maarket for suchi

A skilfully reduced specimen
sel Guayaquil and
other South American ports for $300 to
£400. Hea “;\mh cienun_rtlncuhﬂliu
command higher prices.
?:e gx-il -ntist, 1 was teld, eventudlly sold

"A_u ‘soon as I was warned that it was
e caused a peculiar

es
a stranger so that he would not have
aay ml-concepl ons.

SING SING MEN GIVE $2,619.

Prisoners Raise $2,619 for Electrlc
Chair Victim’s Widow.

That the sum of $2,610.50 was ralsed
amons the inmates of Sins Slnk Prison
for the widow and two children of
ll-'rank Minnick, who was put to death
n the electric chair last Thursday
! was mada known by Father Tohn® B
McCatfrey, lher‘p on chaplain, in an
address delivered vesterday =t a lunch-
eon of lhv AMount Vernon Lions Club.

Father McCaffrey said the money was
handed to lhe V\ldow Saturqay by War-
lden Lewis E. anes. and that it repre-
?tnv‘rfdtl:elr private bank ic&s'
earnings at prison labor. counts and

LOST AND FOUND

LOST.

BARNETT LEV recently of 83 West 113th
St., with n(iluu ar 2U3 Broadway, lost
certain checks, promissory notes or o
&otlabls paper: any one I g these please
yeturn. Abraham Levy, attorney, 2
Broadway, New York.
BAG, tan leather, embroldered, envelops
bn‘ lost Brooklyn, Nostrand Av. trol uey.
P\l Tuesday_  Natify Aflas Fdalla.
M—
BANK BOOK, No. 1019"{0 of the Emigrant
Industrial Savings Bank: pa;

C 397S, Pacific Bank.
mir Drucker, 161 YWest 72d.
BLOOD pressurg apparatus and ear xmb
Jum lost on Av. “L'; reward. ome
Drydock 3105,
RIEF CASE, brown leather, Friday night,
March 8, 6th Av. elevated, containing
sieamship papers, of no value except to own-
er; reward. G 431 Times.
LRIEFCASE, tan, containin,
papers, photos, &c., h
subway ‘hnld.y ;!urnoen. Uberal reward.
Asslstant Manager, Hotel Pennsylvania.
CERTIFICATE—Southern Paclfic Company
stock, No. 4»608
the name of Clive Hi
Elven to

Viadi-

Cll\o

CERTIFICATE No. H136891, lost, for South-
ern Pacific Col y stock for one hund

€100) shares in the name “Robert Collfer."

Notice is here! nven to show cause to sald

company, 163 ew York, N. Y..

why a duplicate lhould not bc issued.

CER’I‘!FICATES lost, No. 1208-0155. Calle-
han zlnk- ad Co.

cwr" S5th Av.

Que.mm Brld‘ Flndor Teturn to
Romagna, iam St. Beekman
uitable reward,

PE PURSE, lost, buok silk, con-
taining about $100 in cash, handkerchief
initialed L. E. J. and key, between Wal-
dorf Astoria and 15 Park Av., or in m
Century taxi; libe: reward. Loat
cles Dent.. Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, Sﬂ.h B!.
and 5th Av.
L BEJRS (3). in taxl between Grand Cen-
March 17. Please return,
F\ylen nelu.nnm 1 East 58th.
POLICIES (2). Scranton Ll
Twantieth canwry cab, Wed
Return Mazur, 108 Rutgers A
PU’RS}:. cha.ng"conulnlnl dlamond band
K subway: reward.

SPE(.‘I‘AOL‘E.S ulo. cards, Hamlilton Place,
1424; reward. Apt. 380, Phone Audubon

roadway, New N.
pilcate should not be issued.
Atchiodll, NAN.

-lungl.

l’-"ll.

BUTTCABE. small biack patent ln!h-r. in-
itfaled !:. ‘T.. on S5th Av. bus, Monday

al ward. R 132 Times.

8UIT OABE (fitted), Twentieth Century tax,
marked L. beral lnl. r‘cturn

1
Henry Street Settlement, 265 Henry Bt.

CAPTIVE IN CELLAR 2 DAYS

Girl, Hysterical, Says Men HI
, Clothing—Taken to Bellevue.

{ Found at Second Avenue and Thirt
: fourth Street last night wearing only._
'cloak and stockings, Rose Smith, ¢
|vears old, sald that ehe had bewm hel

lpr!soncr in a cellar on Thirty-fourt
Street, between First and Second Avi
nues, two days by two men, who toc
her clolhu away from her to »rever
€sca She was taken to Bellevie hyt
terlcal. She had bruises on her fac
and body.

i _The girl told detectives of th: Eas
. Thirty-fifth Street Station that she wer
to the Thirty-fourth Street building t
look for a position and as she was leav
ing, the two men seized her and teok he
to the ceilar, where there were fou
other men. Her condition did not pe:
mit her telling the details of her 2scap¢
She said that she lived at 8068 Eltcn Ave
nue, the Bronx.

Two years ago a band of seven me
made a similar attack on a mali fro:
Bellevue in a cellar on the same block

ve were captured and sent to prison.




