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UN AN AVEC HOWARD PHILLIPS LOVECRAFT
#86 | 29 MARS 1925

De temps en temps, nous nous rendions dans un « speak-easy » du quartier italien
de Greenwich Village, ot 'on pouvait déguster une soupe trés épaisse
accompagnée d’'un vin trés acide. L’amendement sur la prohibition ayant été
abrogé depuis longtemps, il est probablement prudent de dire que I'endroit se
trouvait quelque part prés du centre terne de cette trés terne artére, Downing
Street. Il n’avait pas de nom, pour des raisons évidentes, et c’est pourquoi nous
l'appelions toujours par le nom de I'aimable Italien qui nous servait,

« Dominick’s ». Depuis, la Sixiéme Avenue a été prolongée jusqu’au cceur de ce
quartier, et 'obscur immeuble qui abritait « Dominick’s » se trouve aujourd’hui
presque a l'intersection de la nouvelle rue.

Lovecraft n’a jamais touché au vin, tout comme il n’a jamais pris de tabac.

Loveman pouvait faire le geste d’avaler une gorgée — apreés tout, il avait le sens,
sinon le gott, du vin — mais il n’était pas non plus un fumeur de tabac. La simple
gaieté d’'une telle occasion suffisait généralement 4 illuminer son visage aimable
d’une lueur de « splendeur méridienne ». Lovecraft a peut-étre estimé que

« DominicK’s » était tout a fait le genre d’endroit qu'aurait pu fréquenter I'un de
ses ancétres les plus dévergondés de la gentry anglaise, et il n’a jamais exprimé ou
laissé entendre qu’il désapprouvait la gaieté de 'endroit.

Reinhardt Kleiner, Bards & Bibliophiles, 1944.
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FALL RIVER LINE

« Old Fall River Line », du pier 14 (donc coté hotel de ville, maintenant
Théliport) partent les vapeurs qui relient New York & Providence et
Boston, il semble bien que ce soit la le bateau que prend solennellement
George Kirk, accompagné jusque sur le quai par ses amis Kleiner,
Loveman... et Lovecraft !



[1925, dimanche 29 mars]

Up noon — GK & SL call — talk of Providence — write letters — RK arr.
all upstairs & out to Downing St. Kittens — Boat — cafeteria — boat —
farewell — walk to 42nd St — RR coffee house — silhouettes — all home
— write AG Jr — SL leave — chat — RK & HP out to Scotch Bakery —
HP home & write WROTE LDC/////retired.

Levé midi. Kirk & Loveman appellent. On parle de Providence. [écris des
lettres. Kleiner nous rejoint la-haut et on sort Downing Street tous
ensemble. Leurs chatons. Bateau. Cafétéria. Ef retour bateau pour l'au-
revoir a Kirk. On marche jusqu’a la 42eme rue pour café au Double R.
Silhouettes découpées. Chacun chez soi. Jécris a Galpin. Loveman s'en va.
On reste plaisanter. Je descends avec Kleiner a la Boulangerie écossaise.
Jécris a tante Lilian. Couché.

Clest le départ de Kirk pour sa tournée d’achats de livres via Providence,
Boston et Albany, le bateau de la ligne de nuit quotidienne New York
Newport Fall River Boston pour qu’ils I'y accompagnent via leur petit resto
italien de Downing Street ? Il semble que Frank Belknap Long ces jours-ci ait
pris un peu de distance avec le binome Lovecraft Kirk, le trio Lovecraft Kirk
Loveman, le quatuor Lovecraft Kirk Loveman Kleiner. Lovecraft, qui
participe au duo, au trio, au quatuor, use trois vies a ne rien faire. Le reste du
temps pour écrire aux vieilles tantes : et c’est ainsi qu'on deviendrait le plus
grand écrivain des mondes noirs de I'inconscient ? Clest pourtant le méme
Frank Belknap Long qui nous en dit un peu plus sur ces heures de « chat »,
expression qui a fait le bonheur d’Internet, mais dont Lovecraft use pour
signaler que probablement ce n’était pas une discussion portant sur I'esthétique
et les livres (ni sur les chats, puisque s'il reléve consciencieusement ses
rencontres avec des « kittens », il est peu probable qu’il en partage le gott avec
ceux du Kalem Club) : « A peu pres invariablement, Howard faisait I'essentiel
de la discussion, au moins pour les premieres dix ou quinze minutes. Il se lovait
dans un fauteuil (easy chair). Il semblait ne jamais étre a 'aise sur une chaise a
dossier droit et lorsqu'on se retrouvait je faisais attention de garder libre le
meilleur fauteuil jusqu’a son arrivée, alors les mots lui venaient comme a jet
continu. Il semblait ne jamais avoir la moindre nécessité d’'une pause entre les
mots. Et jamais d’hésitation sur le terme précis, aussi absconse (recondite) que
soit notre conversation. Quand ¢a devenait de la métaphysique a couper les
cheveux en quatre, on aurait dit que le détail de son esprit était rendu visible



comme sous le scalpel d'un chirurgien. En général la conversation était vivante
et variée. Un assemblage brillant, qui passait de la politique et de la sociologie
aux derniers livres ou films, ou de cinq a six siécles de littérature francaise et
anglaise, plus lart, la philosophie, les sciences naturelles... (Frank Belknap
Long, Dreamer on the nightside). Si le succés dans la vie dépendait de la
maitrise de la langue anglaise, soit la langue savante des récits, et tous les
modes de discours (universitaire, journalistique, romantique) qu'elle convoque
pour ses personnages, et la grande tension de la syntaxe XVIII® siecle qui les
soude, alors Lovecraft serait devenu plus riche que les Rockefeller, mais ce
n’est pas le cas. Clest ce qui m’a retenu dans cette publicité d'un manuel
magique, a essayer gratuitement cinq jours chez soi, pour améliorer sa
prononciation, sa syntaxe et sa ponctuation. Aussi parce quau retour a
Providence, de 1928 4 1930, on dirait les conseils sur la langue anglaise dont
Lovecraft remplit ses lettres a une de ses clientes rares mais régulieres, Zealia
Bishop, ainsi que les exemples d’erreurs de style qui étaient déja répertoriés
dans son essai pour le United Amateursen 1920 : De la composition littéraire.
Et retour au stand de E.J. Perry le silhouettiste : on en a deux de Lovecraft, et
une de Kleiner, d’ot le s... les autres y passent aussi ? Et, le 26, Lovecraft en
aurait fait réaliser une pour Sonia, avec laquelle il reviendra pour en avoir une
d’elle aussi ? Trois offres d’emploi « editor » dans le 7imes avec supplément
du dimanche, mais aucune mention dans le diary: renoncement ? Et moi qui
croyais que le /Zinoleum était une invention de nos années plastique : non, la

mise au point date bien de 1860 !

New York Times, 29 mars 1925. (Publicité.) La premiére étape pour améliorer votre
anglais c’est de découvrir quelles fautes vous faites inconsciemment. Par exemple parce
que vous avez pris la mauvaise habitude de mal épeler certains mots, ou d’en utiliser
d’autres a mauvais escient, ou de mal prononcer certains autres, ou bien de ponctuer
trop ou pas assez. Quelles que soient vos fautes, il vous faut les débusquer a la racine
pour progresser. Votre succes dans la vie dépend de votre maitrise de I'anglais. Une
langue débraillée et fautive, ol on remarquerait ici et la ne serait-ce que quelques
erreurs, fait que le monde rabaisse votre valeur et vous classe comme inculte ou mal
éduqué. Une maitrise parfaite de 'anglais, débarrassée de ses imperfections, vous mettra
a l'aise dans n'importe quelle société, vous rendra la confiance en vous-méme ; vous
autorisera 4 exprimer vos idées clairement, simplement et sans efforts, et libérera votre
esprit d’avoir a cherche sans cesse si tel mot est correct, si telle idée est suffisamment
bien exprimée, ou si celle-ci est présentée dans des habits qui lui conviennent, ou elle
soit comme chez elle confortable.
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How to Discover Your Mistakes
in English in One Evening

Sherwin Cody's latest and

the most revolutionary

advance in English instruction in lx[ty years. This new method quickly reveals

your weax points in

11 i

and gr

usage,

and enables you to concentrate on, and correct. the mistakes you now make un-

consciously.

The first step in imgroving your

Examine it in your own home on approva..

turn a page and see whether you are right o
wrong. In this way the work of hours has beer
cut down to minutes!

continue to hinder you in your business and
social life now that it is 50 easy and so inexpen-
sive to discover and correct them. The cost of
Mr. Cody's new book which

ways misspelling a certain

few words, or of using a few
othurs incorrectly. or of mis-
prosouncing still others, or of
pumctuating too much or too
littk. Whatever your mis-
takus, you ought to discover
then and then root them out.

Your success in life depends
wpen your use of English.
A slipshod, faulty English,
sported here and there with
eves a few errors, makes the
weld discount your value and
label you “ili-bred, unedu-
cated.”

A perfect command of Eng-

“lish free from distracting
blemishes, places you at ease
in any company, gives you
wrlldunne I yvuresif, snables

you to express your idess veey man,
clearly, simply, and forcefully. Buch bor and

and frees your mind from the
handicap of worrying whether
this word s right or that one

Everybody
yours among the followingi
mistakes in a single evening.

Sift the ashes in a fine siv.
The hero punished the vilus,
Seperate those fighting dogs.

of the 421 most common muukes

in English

MHow would you spell jt—z
T eat many vejutables.

Wtiere is the accent?

acclimate lamentable
definiti formidable
inexplicable inexorable

W hich would you say—?

Al this newspaper talk canmot (affect—effect) the result of the elction. |
cween) 5o muny children.
meanire.

S0 divide o bunkred dollars (emeng—e
hent)

woman, and ehild fs the world (has Me—have a-m tosbles.
his sssignment)

in the class mcw (have their
u‘mn‘uhhmm

1 mever saw any one act (lke—a) he

makes some few pet mistakes in English. Are any of
Sherwin Cody's new invention finds your

His sekratery wrote thy letter.
He ate dinner at that msterunt.

=]  does this great service for you
| s only $19s.

Sent For Five Days’
| Examination

Nothing that we can say
| about M1 Cody's new boolk,
PITFALLS IN ENGLISH,
will convince you os the

ly as & gance at the book it-
self. Letus send it to you for
five days examination.

It is net necessary to send
any monty now. Just mail
the coupen or a letter. When
the book arrives, give the
postman only $1.95 plus the
few centi postage, then ex-
amine the book at your leisure
for five days.

If you are not delighted
| it it £ you are not con-

winaed that it will be worth
‘ many times the price, return
it and yoir money will be re-

‘| funded. The fiveday trial

offer is mde so that busy per-
sons who can not go through

wreng, whether this idea is
clesrly expressed or that one clothed in
language that is flat, ordinary, commonplace.

A Great Invention

Eefore the day of Sherwin Cody's remarkable
invention there was no practical, quizk, easy way
4o diseowar just where you stood. For English
is s many.sided subject. It would have taken
you months, in the ordinary way, if it could
have been done at all, to go over the wide range
of rubjects to determine what mistates you were
mating.

Now jou can do it in a single evening. Mr.
Coty, with the inventive ingenuity he has dis-
plared during twenty-five years of teaching
English, has perfected and patented a method
which eliminates the tedious questioning and
copying. questioning and copying orer and over
ané aver.

ed in his new book,
All you need do, with

bock,
atien mark, ot cross out a word, then merely

421 Common Mistakes

Sherwin Cody found, as a result of twenty-
five years of research and experiment, that 421
points cover puctically all the errors of Eng
lish commonly made. These include all the
words mest conmonly misspelled, misused, and

ed, and the rules of punctuation
most frequently violated.

Me. Cody has gathered these troublesome mis-
takes in one volime called PITFALLS IN ENG-
LISH and has so arranged them that you can
go over all of them in a wingle evening. His
patented self-cerrecting device makes this pos:
sible and it alse enables you to learn what mis-
takes you are in the habit of making—uncon:
sciously, of cowrse, but making them neverthe-

It is more fun than a cross-word puzzle.
Where Do YOU Stand

Vou may find that you are malking snly » daver
or so mistakes, or you may find that you are
making as mary as fifty or seventy-five. Nc
matter how maxy, it is priceless to you to know
what they are. For only by knowing can you
hope to correct them. Do not let these mistakes

the volune in one evening
may have ample time to de so before deciding
whether the book has been worth while.

Mail the coupon, a letter, or a postal card to-
day.

Sherwin Culdy
School of English
13-A Sea-le Building.

Nochester, N. Y.

Blln'l)( CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH
A Searle Bldg., Rechester, B. Y.
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Just Arrwed From Scotland!

A Complete Shakespeare
In One Beautiful Volume

Hans Christian Andersen’s
120th Anniversary

City of Odense. His Birthplace, Makes His Boyhood Home
the Andersen Museum
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F.CONSCIOUS men and women
are almest alwavs of # very

| Aition—are miltoncs around theie necks
| 16 you are inclined 10 be self-conscious.
w will agre: with the trath of this

«| Has this happened to you?
How often, in a group, have you wanted
to advance an opinion and cor
| Fortnation, bt have refrincd bovenoe v
- |were ofraid to attract wotice to yourself?
How often, in business, have you
quailed_ before superiors—or taken 1he
first “no” from  prospective customer —
and then cursed yourself for your weak-
wa?

| HMow otten, in the presence of someone
of the oppotice sex, have you given a

ong impression of the kind of
because of an uncalled-for

{and unressoning_embarrassmcat, which
it |deserves 1o be and is |.~.n.d a
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sink decper in d
Self-Consciousness CAN Be
Cured

What s the trouble with you? What
causes your Sef-Consciousness? I there
any way in which you can be frecd from
this deadening handicap, which not only
makes it totlly impossible for you to

njoy yoursell but actually blights your

sezazesuss

33

Why endure the humiliation and
agony of Self-Consciousness ?

Hre are some truths ‘about Self-Consciousness
which everyone who suffers from it should know
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TN! publishers of “The (ul( of

prbissh
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Tells Exactly What To Do

T remarkable work s thorouglly
scientific,
and
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book t

Thousands of our members are rich enough to buy out all our
libraries, but they could not buy the conveniences. They want to
read the best new and popular books, yet do not want to waste
time and money. They are glad to pay our small rental charge with
the privilege of starting and stopping when they choose.

‘Womrath’s Library buys to meet the demands of the moment. There
are no delays; you get “The Book You Want When You Want It”,
if it is new and popuhr. Every book is clean and inviting. Once a
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Manhattan
3600A Broadway, at 146th Street
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976 Madison Avenue, at 76th St.
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151 West 57th Street
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Pershing Square Buildiog
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5 New St.
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695 Nostrand Aveave
500 Nostrand Avenve
521 Hanover Place
1416 Kiogs Highway
105 Seveath Aveaue

WOMRATH’S LIBRARY & BRANCHES

Newark—s11 Brosd Street
Philadelpbia—15 South 1Sth St
Baltimore — 16 W. Saratogs St
‘Washington—607-13thSt.,N. W
Adlantic City — 1921 Boardwalk
Chicago—43 McCormick Bicg.
332 . Michigan Aveaue
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The Ten Greatest Educato.r's
Of All Time

Here are the ted immortals whom Dr. Fliot named
as the greatest educators the world has ever known.
Read this column—then send for the Free Book
that gfves Dr. Eliot’s plan of what and how to read
for a liberal education.

RISTOTLE—born B, C. 33f—was the
&Rt padlosepher n Amm. jusior to
who on Iogic, hetoric, natural lem\c:.

of w
“Peripatets he _greatest_of his work g
-ppears in

GALEN iced in the seccnd eento
or. ' He was the firs
{elt the putie of his f‘.lnenn.

e lies are used

there are no fewer than 83 genuine treatises.
Several of his writings, with explanatory notes,
are included in Dr. Fliot's Five-Foot Shelf of

Tast Supper
Fie was’als

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE of the sixicenth
century needs no introduction.  Besi .
of his immortal plays and poems you will find
interesting commentarics on the great joct by
many authorities in the Five-Foot Shelf of
Books.

JOHN MILTON, the screnteenth century
poct, was Cromwell's secretary, a champion of
2 free press and of eeigious Tiberty, and the
writer of “Paradise Lost” and many master-
pieces of noble verse. His finest writings have
been selected for you by Dr. Eliot.

SIR_FRANGIS BACON, Lord Chancellor,
hilosopher, master of isdor
sented to the wo

worldly

E d N!ﬂ
ot n\..rm'ﬁheu oF Books.

owpher, born 1632,

was one himscif, so

sln ISAAG NEWTON, bor
s of motion under gravity.

:olon in light by means of the prism. and made
other far-reaching cons 0 phy
tience. " He sclls About N dicoreris .lml
how he made them in Dr. Eliot's Five-Foot
Shelf of Books.
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RALPH WALDO EMERSON
1805, For seventy years he was the
Tiberalismy in_religion, phil

o S o
ublie Urterances are .mmm -. you in Dru
. %l-o 's Five-Foot Shelf of

Ever{\ambmws. clear-thinking man and woman
should know at lcast something about this epoch-
making library. Mail the coupon for the inteest-
ing FREE book

STUDEBAKER

New Special Six Victoria

Now $1825

ERE’S a personal car of marked distinction. Smart,
with its long, low lines, sloping rear deck, and big
balloon tires. Dependable, with its famous Special Six
chassis. And at its new low price, an outstanding value.
See it at our showroom — or by special appointment.
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o i e o seeriog whecl, Aumeosic sk comrel
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THE STUDEBAKER CORPORATION OF AMERICA
Broadway at 70th St., Manhattan 1469 Bedford Ave., Brookiyn 9 & i1 166th St, Jamaica

THIS 18 A §TUDEBAKER, YEAR
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Fashion in
Now Calls for Patterns

and the answer comes in these colorful designs

that bring lasting beauty to any residence

Heas aneries new rioons. Merchants are show-
ing them. Architects are approving them. Inte-
rior decorators are recommending them. The
pictures show how’ homelovers in city and
country alike are using them to make smart,
attractive, livable interiors

For city home, for apartment, or for country
cottage these bright, beautiful pattern floors are

equally suitable and equally available, because of
the variety of patterns and colors. For any kind
of room, for any size of room, for any style of
decoration, there are specially designed floors of
Armstrong’s Linoleum that will bring permanent
beauty to well-planned interiors.

Hundreds of beautiful patterns
for every decorative need

Until you actually visit a good store and see the
new designs in Armstrong’s Inlaid Linoleum you
will have no idea of the amazing advances that
have been made by Armstrong’s designers to
meet this growing vogue for pattern floors.

New in the line for 1025 are Handeraft tiles
in reds, grays, and blues. The Jaspés you may
know—those soft two-toned ground colors of
blue, green, brown, or gray with lighter and
darker ripples of the same color. But have you
ieen the new Jaspé tile design No. 787 It is
thown on this page. With large repeat block
patterns, it is a floor that gives to the entrance
aall or diningroom a background of baronial
nagnificence.

Then for smaller rooms there arc natural marble

At t0p s shown pattern No. 3133
LA NEW Avmitroug. Honds
ol Cparened. bl

strong’s Jaspé tle No. 78 in two
tones of siver gray.

At the right is shown & moulded
inlad passer of groen and yllow

imers.” Pattern Ko 3038~

effect;, all-over patterns, and for informal rooms and sun
porches, the most happy conception in Dutch tiles,
combned oblongs and squares, moulded together with
emphitic reproductions of mortar joints.

.m.p.«...:a-‘

Architects have been ameng the frs (o spprecite the beauifl interior

As the lef s shown an staciive

foor

Zach of these many patterns may be had in a
choice of colors or color combinations. They may
be laid with or without border effects, and the
Yorder suggestions may be in blck, white, plain
colors. or Jaspé to it ye v docorator's
Van—splendid possbilities for originality or for
the exercise of the most scrupulous sense of
color harmony.

Laid quickly without muss or dust

these floors last a lifetime
Good stores that sell Armstrong’s Linoleum em-
floy expert layers who can install a floor of
Armstrong's Linoleum in any room in a few
lours. These floors are cemented down over a
Ining of builders' heavy deadening fele. The
sams are closely joined and waterproofed. You
vax the new-laid floor thoroughly and replace
your furniture, and spread out again your fine
fibric rugs. There are no shavings, no dust to
dean up. No damage to hangings or furniture.
And never again a hard job of cleaning or an
expensive job of refinishing. A few minutes
with a dust mop daily; an occasional rewaxing,
and your floors are fine and beautiful as long as
your house stands.

New patterns of Printed Linoleum
For the rented house—or where the budget is
Iinited—the new designs in Armstrong's Printed
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Linoleum offer new
tood-looking, easily
deaned floors at modest

A new kind of rug
jor those who rent
For those who rent
homes, or who put away
their fine wool rugs in the summer there are handsome
tew rugs of Armstrong's Linoleum to protect the mch-
walked-on places

These linoleum rugs are madé in convenient size for
lirge or small rooms. They are made in both printed ind
ialaid patterns and are famous for long wear. They lie
perfectly flat. “Two minutes' mopping—and CLEAN 1™

“New Floors for Old,” a helpful byoklet
on redecorating, sent

H1S interesting book shows colorplates of new Armsr
patterns and gives suggesions on the seection
it should be laid, and how to

m,. ' beautiful wht & mindeam of care.
i genuine Armstrong’s Linoleum may
b e by the Cirde A trade-mark
o0 the burlap back
ARMS\'RONG CORK COMPANY
Linoleum Division, Lancaster, Pa.
Now Yok Offce: Dot A_ 295 F

Armstrong s Linoleum

for Every Floor in the House




