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Je viens de rentrer d’'un petit-déjeuner avec Sam, qui est parti passer le reste
de la journée avec la veuve d’Edgar Saltus (dont vous avez certainement assez
entendu parler pour savoir de qui il s’agit). Jusqu'a présent, je n’ai vu que le
bas de son manteau, tant Sambo est occupé avec ses nombreux amis qui sont
ici depuis son arrivée : Mlle Sonia Green et son mari a la voix de cornemuse
Howard Lovecraft (her pipping-voice husband) — ce méme type qui avait
rendu visite a Sam a Cleveland I'été ot Galpin était également présent —
ont fait courir Sam dans les bas quartiers et les rues du port (traipsing around
the slums and wharf streets) jusqu’a quatre heures du matin, 2 la recherche
de spécimens d’architecture coloniale, jusqu’a ce que Sam leur dise qu’il
gémissait de fatigue et les a suppliés de reprendre le métro ! Sam s’était peut-
étre amélioré avant de quitter Cleveland, mais le fait de se promener ici I'a
rendu aussi agité que je I'ai toujours connu, et je pense qu’il commet I'erreur
habituelle des gens qui visitent New York : il en fait trop, s’épuise
prématurément, critique la ville et veut rentrer chez lui.

Hart Crane, lettre a sa meére Grace, septembre 1924.

Sam, ou Sambo : Samuel Loveman.



[1925, dimanche 26 avril]

Up noon — Tel. Mrs. Long Sonny call — GK call — RK call — SL with
Keats Mask — Leeds — out for walk over bridge to Downing St — closed
— Sheridan Sq — Crane — back to 169 — Lamb meeting — Sonny Iv. —
all adjourn Scotch Bakery — SL lv. disperse — write and retire (rest).

Levé a midi. Téléphoné a la mére de Frank Belknap Long. Kirk passe,
puis Kleiner. Loveman arrive avec son masque de Keats. Arthur Leeds
nous rejoint. On descend a pied au Brooklyn Bridge puis Downing Street,
Jfermé. On remonte Sheridan Square. Crane. Retour au 1 6?. Croisé
Lamb. Loveman d'en va, puis Belknap. On va a Z‘f Boulangerie Ecossaise.
On s'en va quand Loveman décide de partir. Ecrit puis couché (repos).

Lors d’'une de ses venues a New York, la tante Lillian avait sympathisé avec la
mére de Frank Belknap Long, et c’était important pour Lovecraft de prouver
a sa tante sa réelle insertion dans le supposé milieu littéraire new yorkais, d’ott
probablement le coté solennel de cet appel téléphonique qu’il mentionne. On
a parlé de Hart Crane en évoquant le voyage de Lovecraft a Cleveland : ils se
croisent donc épisodiquement mais sans fréquentation particuliére. Crane
termine a cette époque un de ses principaux recueils, White Buildings, et court
apres les éditeurs. C’est 'année suivante, griace a un mécénat, qu’il pourra se
consacrer a ce qui sera son livre phare, Bridge — ouvrant par une ode au pont
de Brooklyn. Lorsque Lovecraft mentionne dans les lettres 4 sa tante Lillian
leur cantine italienne de Downing Street, un de leurs points de rendez-vous
habituels pour les spaghettis ou raviolis (ou cette soupe épaisse accompagnée
d’un verre de vin, mais pas pour Lovecraft, spécialité du lieu et qui les contraint
a en garder l'enseigne annonyme) mais la zut, fermé — il mentionne chaque
fois en riant a sa tante de ne pas confondre avec la célebre rue londonienne :
« Le 47, hein, pas le 10 ! », sauf que, du 21 avril au 20 mai, pas de lettre a la
tante qui ait survécu pour nous expliquer ce qui s’est passé Sheridan Square :
une lecture de Crane ? Et c’est quoi, ce masque de Keats que Loveman
promeéne avec lui ? Dans le supplément littéraire du New York Times de ce
dimanche un long article sur la réception a ’Académie francaise d’Edouard
Estaunié (pour s’en moquer, mais quand méme — notons qu’il fut quand
méme, en tant qu’inspecteur des Postes et Télégraphes, l'inventeur du mot
télécommunications) et des nouvelles Lettres d’Asie de Gobineau : tout va
bien — comme Lovecraft, Hart Crane ne sera mentionné une premiére fois
dans le New York Times que pour I'annonce de son suicide (devant témoins,
il se jette de l'arriere du rafiot qui le raméne d’un séjour alcoolisé a Cuba) en



1932, et une deuxieme fois seulement en 1948, non pas pour ses livres Bridge
ou White Builindgs, mais sous le titre plus engageant : The turbulent life of
Hart Crane (et photo ci-dessous : Hart Crane devant le Brooklyn Bridge,
peut-étre méme ce jour-1a). Dans le journal aussi, nouvelles réglementation
pour les feux de circulation, 5000 participants au concours annuel
d’harmonica dans Central Park, trois expéditions concurrentes (dont
Amundsen) pour survoler le pole Nord en avion, et une invention
surprenante : I'idée de projeter des films dans les avions pour raccourcir les
longs vols.

New York Times, 26 avril 1925. Le Département de la police a mis en circulation hier
un avertissement aux automobilistes, prévenant qu’a partir de demain matin 8 heures
les nouveaux feux de signalisation 4 deux couleurs seront mis en service partout ol on
utilise ces feux. Les deux 4 trois couleurs, rouge, orange et vert jusqu’ici utilisés par la
police seront remplacés par des feux a deux couleurs. A partir de demain, une lumiére
verte signifie « passez » (go), et une lumiére rouge signifie « on s’arréte » (szgp).

Lowvecraft et Kirk accompagnent aujourd’hui Loveman
a une lecture de Hart Crane, Sheridan Square 2
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Park Commlssioner Francls D. Galla-
tin announced yesterday the opening of
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‘| monica play champlonship of New York
City at the Hamlilton Fish Playgrounds,
Houston and Pitt Streets, at 3:45 tomor-

‘Seventh ‘and
York\llle 101st nm] Sec
Ma ‘Thomas terson
Enat Rl\er May 11 Jaspar O\nl 137th
and Convent Avenue; May 12, Carm

]

: FACIAL READING |

AT REDUCED RATES

For Those Interested In
Vi nal

14, Colonial, 150
on Central Park Mall, ‘$ eem(-ﬂnnll In lll purk o and

'{ then a{ghtean playgrounds will be hum-

Art Exhlibition by Stage Hands.

ocatior on and e ming with harmonica music during the
t
E Personal Relationship Problems. nux:mm;‘-;‘ and l-gmfn gnﬂ“:;g';h',‘:md“, Pictures p|a:‘n:;ﬁlby madn:u lmms of|
t ure: tion, wi Greenwicl 6o an:
E: How often have you wished for the power to resd character e s tha cartes e e T s axnibition  at the
= in others- The ability to select lhe proxramlon B ndly'v;nlltll ln%‘l‘l"‘e ?e'\:, (,nl!le‘ry 800 l!;lil|!0:I|°“A‘r\_'|%l:'|::r;lei:
2 the right applicant for an important position or to size up the onica Band of- Junior ‘riday_afternoon. -
1 s S h 1, B ech 'eddy Ballantine, lllll uel Essm:
“other fellow” in business would instantly increase your own Jacklo Coogar ‘Sna Wik~ Rogers and | Gung £ <h i " Goratic"ehn” Sra:
value { ncan S 3 ] i h
and prestige. h:\rmon c‘ “!e‘!rl ll'l‘ un derc.l:‘e eligible Arch! Cleon Throckmorlon und
Sianent Wiierenice
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reach of all the ten interesting lectures and easy-
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In order that you may become acquainted with the Merton
Method in advance, the principles on which it is based will be
explained in detail at a
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Motorists were warned yesterday in a
statement issued by the Police Depart-
ment that beginning tomorrow at 8§
3 A. M. the new two-color flashlight sig-
nals would go into operation on thor-
oughfares in which the signal svstem is
’"’r‘l“e' 1 1 1

iree colors—red, yellow and green—
have been used by the police to control
the traffic situation., but under the new
scheme only two colors will be used.

Bemnninz tomorrow a green light will

mean ‘go,”” and a red light will mean
“‘stop.**

Sereen Films on Airplane

George Fitzmaurice, who recently re-
turned from Paris. and is now on his

ASSENGERS on the proposed long-
distance uir routes.,”” says a writer

in The London Morning Post, ‘‘such
as the much-talked-of service to India.
will not find time hang heavily on their
| hands. Among other methods of whiling
‘away the fl¥ing hours. that of witnéss-
| ing a cinema performance will., in all
l probability, be added. A cinema show in
Ithe air Is now an accomplished facl
.\x.swrdu,\' moming a Handley Pag?
airplane belonging to the Impei.al Air-
{wauys flew from <C(‘roydon Acrodrome
| with a special part and during the
‘flight a film avas exhibited. A small
{screcn was installed at the forward end
of the saloon and the luggage compart-
ment at the rear was converted into a
projecting rcom. The side windows
were darkened and the film, made of
special non-inflammable material, was
passed before a system of ‘cold light.'
The smallness of thc screen and the ab-

=ence of the customary orchestra com-
bined to make the performance a little
strange, but the preseniation of the filny
I\"n in all respects thoroughly satisfac-
ory.’

way to California, believes that the day
will come when motion pictures will play
an even more important part in the life
of the average citizen. It is said that |

Paris, and Mr. Fitzmaurice says that!
plans are under way for the installation
| of a simple projection machine in many
! railway trains to entertain those who
travel and who are 100 weary to read.
We therefore may have motion pictures
in the subways, buses and stract cars,
as well as in the waiting rooms of ter-
minal stations.

May Allison has left New York for
California to take an important réle in
““The Viennese Medley,”” which is to be
made under the personal supervision of
June Mathis,

Young Josef von Sternberg, who pro-
duced ‘“The Salvation Hunters,’”” is now
inserting the title in his new picture,
““The Exquisite Sinner.”

pictures are shown in public traing ln"
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TOURING MOTORS THRONG EUROPE’'S ROADS

Charabanc and Limousine Now Enable American Visitors to Follow New Paths
With L and Valets in Attend: Prices Include Living Expenses
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THREE NATIONS IN AIR RACE FOR POLAR LAND
Uncharted Continent to Be Sought This Summer by America, Non!v&y and Britain—MacMillan Has
_ Supﬂ OfNa» -A : dsen to Fly From Spi Al to Use a Blimp

LADY ASTOR MAKES AMENDE HONORABL

Viscountess Apologizes in Commons to,
Member
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ANNEXE
Approchant le pont de Brooklyn
Hart Crane (improvisation libre sur)

Combien et combien d’aubes glacées sur son immobilité vibrante,
Les ailes des mouettes plongeant et le retournant

Laissant derriére elles anneaux blancs de tumulte, s’élevant haut
Au-dessus des eaux prisonniéres baie de la Liberté...

Puis, d’'une courbe inviolée, abandonnant nos yeux,
Aussi fantomatiques que les voiles qui le traversent
Une page de chiffres a classer jusqu’a

Ce que les trams et trains nous ramenent a la ville.

Tu revois les cinémas, les panoramas fugaces,
Les multitudes penchées dans une scéne éclatante,
Jamais dévoilée, toujours pressée de se refaire,

Préte pour d’autres yeux sur un toujours méme écran

Et toi, de 'autre coté du port, tes pas argentés,

Comme si le soleil marchait a tes cotés, laissant pourtant
Un mouvement inachevé dans ta foulée,

— Ta seule liberté implicitement te mouvant !

Sorti d’'une bouche de métro, de sa prison ou de sa chambre,
Un fou furieux se précipite vers tes parapets,

Oscille un instant, sa veste toute gonflée,

Une plaisanterie jaillit de la caravane muette.

En bas, depuis le double tablier et les étais le midi s'échappe vers les rues,
Une dent déchirée de I'acétyleéne du ciel ;

Et tout I'apres-midi, les derricks de tes piliers tournent dans les nuages...
Tes cables humant encore I’Atlantique et son nord.

Et obscure comme ce ciel des Juifs,

Ta récompense... cette distinction que tu accordes
Et que le temps ne peut effacer: 'anonymat:

Le sursis vibrant et le pardon que tu nous offres.



O la harpe et l'autel que la fureur confond

(Comment le simple labeur pourrait-il accorder tes cordes chantantes !)

Au seuil terrifiant de la promesse du prophete,

La priere du paria et cri de 'amant,

De nouveau les feux de circulation qui effleurent

Ton idiome rapide et compact, soupir immaculé des étoiles,

Battent ton chemin — condensant I'éternité :

Et nous avons vu la nuit lovée dans tes bras.

Sous ton ombre sur les quais j’ai attendu ;

Seule I'obscurité rend vive ton ombre.

Les paquets enflammés de la ville désormais défaits,

Et déja la neige qui submerge une éternité de fer...

O toi, insomniaque comme le fleuve sous tes pieds,

Enjambant et la mer et la terre dans son réve de prairies,

Descends parfois vers nous, les plus humbles,

Et de ton navire courbé renvoie a Dieu ton mythe.

M. Estaunié Enters the French Academy

Paris.

HIS week there (ook place the
reception of M. Edouard Es-
taunié into the Freach Acad-

emy. ceremonies al-

ways attract a great many
people: 1 have often wondered why.
for you may be sure they are not

He also sald: **I bave much too
active a mature to confine myself to
any one piece of work.”

.

UT in spite of his never-failing

wit and sparkling irony, In

spite ‘of his invariably enter-
and

always very en

that people like to see hmou: men
in the flesh. The French public iIs,
moreover, very fond of eloquent

all the frivolous trifler that many of
his readers believed him to be. This

the e
the Deputies, are not iavariably
great orators. At least their speeches
are rational, and are thus distin-
guished from those of our political
men: but the faulty diction of some

Academicians, or even their total

. 80 well known in the thea-
tres, the clubs and all the amuse-
ment places, was a man of profound
Intellectual culture, which he was
constantly increasing. He often
stayed for quite some length of
time in his country home of Ver-

lack of a

-] them from pmunx ’.hr.\r ideas to
-{the best advantage. Nor can the

audience expect the compeusation of
stormy incidents such as often occur
in the Chamber.

v wge

ESTAUNIE had the good for-

tune to thd Capus,

author of ““The
Loser Wins™ and Cnstoms of To-
day,”* formerly the editor in chief
of Figaro, and very popular as a
dramatist. a novelist, a journalist,
and, in all these ficlds, asa wit. We
have many of Capus's clever re-
marks, some of which occur in his
works, others of which came into
being in the course of private con-
versations—but all of which deserve
to be preserved. Some of them were

- | quoted by M. Estaunié and the Mar-

PR R

quis Robert de Flers, who, as the
Director of the made the

Frenne in near
the hills of Vouvray., where a
delicious frothy wine is made; and
there, quite peacefully. far® from
the boulevards he joyfully immersed
himself in profound scientific, his-
toric or philosophicstudies. This
had pever been suspected by those
who were 50 amazed by his ad-
mirable reccption speech, when he
spoke 30 ably of his renowned prede-
cessor, the mathematician and phil-
osopher, Henri Poincaré. And this
wlid foundation has contributed
much to the pecullar force and pene-
trating originality of hix merriest
works.
AL’ Edouard Estaunié brought this
out very finely in his delightful
: and M. Robert de Flers, in
his brilliant and

this does not prevent his talesx from
being very sripping: but we

look for no jesting playfulness there.
and must cxpect powerful, almost
torturing emotions. He is a novelist
of inner life, the psychologist of hid-
den and fatal passions, the painter of
anyruish and mystery.

.,

HE first novel through which

he became known and appre-
cizted is called ‘‘L'Empreinte”
(The Stamp). This is a very harsh
picture of Jesuit education, which
would have met with the approval of
the author of the “Provinciales.” M.
Estaunié’s reprouch is that Jesuits
zive their students a sort of mechan-
ical training which negates freedom
and life; and this to such an extent
that after such an education a young
man can no longer escape from this
disciplive. After some vain attempts
1o enter upon a lay career he falls
again under the influence of thc
fathers, although he has lost his re-
ligious faith: he enters the Society of
Jesus without conviction, only be-
cause he has become unable to
breathe any other sort of air. We
must, however. admit that it was
the innate weakness of this young
Leonard’s personality that. predes-
tined him to this fate, while Voltaire,
who also was educated by Jesuits,
was not deeply stamped by them.
In *“Le Ferment” M. Estaunié
studies the plight of the poor uni-
versity who cannot find

showed that essentially the same is
true of the new member. But this
we can believe more easily. Very

response. Kor example: One day
Capus’s fricnds were very much sur-
to see him

. and also a
M. Estaunié docs not, it is true,
publish anything but novels; but the

with a colleague of rather bad re-
pute who had written some unkind
things about him. “'Oh,”
Cupus, *“I assure you I'm very an-
gry: but with me anger mernlly
assumes the form of

most less reader cannot mistake
thelr character. Unlike Capus, he
does not hide profundity of thought
under flowers aud smiles, but enn-
feswes it openly. so to speak.
taunié is a serlm-s stern man wlt.h

employment and who must therefore
become anarchists if they are not to
resign themselves to death by star-
wvation. But the war has %0 dimin-
ished the population that this danger
is only very slisht today. In *“The
Secret Life,”” *‘‘The Cail of the
Road,” **The Labyrinth,” *“The As-
cension of M. Basldvre,” M. b—
taunié writes of eternal things:
tragic loves, inner sufferings that
ravage human I
PATL SOUDAY.




