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1925-2025
un an avec Howard Phillips Lovecraft

#213 | 3 aott 1925

“Le lendemain — lundi 3 — je me suis levé a4 midi, j’ai écrit des lettres et je
suis sorti pour quelques courses — y compris une coupe de cheveux a

40 cts. Je suis ensuite allé a la bibliothéque, poussé un peu plus loin dans le
Providence in Colonial Times, j’ai diné (tourte au beeuf et tarte aux péches)
a IAutomat, avant de rentrer a la maison, ot j’ai lu le nouveau Weird Tales
qui vient de paraitre. Ecrit quelques lettres encore puis couché. Le Weird
Tales porte sur sa couverture I'inscription « Histoires par O. Henry, H.P.
Lovecraft, Frank Belknap Long, Jr. et d’autres auteurs ». En écrivant a
Sonny, je lui ai demandé il pensait que nous devions poursuivre I'éditeur
ou nous en sentir complimentés ! J’ai d’ailleurs recu un chéque de 25 dollars
(envoyé 2 A E P G pour le dépdt de mon nouveau costume en octobre)
pour The Unnamable, ainsi qu'une longue et cordiale lettre de I'éditeur
Farnsworth Wright, qui me demande d’autres récits a se mettre sous le
coude. Il n’en a plus que deux : The Tomb, prévu pour janvier (apres trois
mois d’interruption de mon travail) et 7he Moon-Bog: Je dois rassembler
mes forces pour la tache redoutée de recopier quelques fonds de tiroir pour
lui — il y en a assez pour 'approvisionner indéfiniment. L’histoire de
Leeds paraitra en novembre et celle de Belknap, Sea-7hing, est prévue
pour décembre. Wright donne beaucoup d’informations sur la solidité et la
croissance du magazine, et dit que méme les vieilles dettes de I'ancienne
direction éditoriale seront un jour payées, y compris les 14 dollars qu’ils me
doivent pour Nemesis. Il fait I'éloge de mon 7omb d’'une maniére
particulierement flatteuse. J’ai l'impression générale que Weird Tales
saméliore. »




[1925, lundi 3 aoit]

Up noon — write letters — out on errands — barber — library — dinner at
Automat — return — buy groceries — read, write, & retire.

Levé a midi. Jécris des lettres. Je sors faire des courses. Coiffeur.
Bibliothéque. Diné a I'Automat. Retour. Passage a I'épicerie.
Lu, écrit &3 couche.

Est-ce que quelqu’un quelque part a parlé de Paprés écrire ? A ce mot write on
pourrait penser qu’il compléte ou augmente Horreur 4 Red Hook mais non : il
s'est remis a sa correspondance. Y compris pour raconter son récit 4 Belknap
Long, et lui parler du Weird Tales, puisque c’est ensemble qu’ils ont leur nom
sur la couverture. Un apres-écrire, avec cCtte retombée de soi, et I'impression
quon n'y arrivera plus jamais ? Ce qu'on a écrit semble jeté dans un passé
lointain, plus que lointain. Pourtant il n’a pas encore dactylographié I'histoire :
Cest aussi une prise de recul. Il revient a la Public Library de la Veme avenue et
se renfonce dans lhistoire de Providence et de la Nouvelle-Angleterre. S’il
prend des notes, elles ne nous sont pas parvenues. Seul 4 'Automat (beef pie &
peach pie), ce sont des gestes presque rituels quon accomplit. Voire méme :
bonheur provisoire de la vie célibataire. Le silence dans la téte est énorme. Quel
meilleur jour pour aller au coiffeur (40 cents) et, sa téte, 'abandonner aux mains
des autres ? Le coiffeur, qui I'aura approchée de si pres, saurait-il mieux que
nous, qui décryptons son carnet, ce quil y a dans la téte de Lovecraft ? Il recoit
aussi un chéque de 25 dollars pour la parution de L Tnnommable dans le Weird
Tales de juillet, avec un mot gentil de Farnsworth Wright qui lui demande
d’autres nouvelles : cela compte certainement autant que le chéque (quand
méme la moitié du loyer mensuel), surtout qu’il I'a déja reposté a sa tante Annie,
qui lui avait avancé la méme somme pour le costume d’occasion, apres le
cambriolage. Annie Gamwell sert de caution, de banque et caisse d’épargne,
mais les comptes sont stricts (sinon ces 5 dollars d’argent de poche que les deux
vieilles dame accordent chaque mois au neveu). Dans le journal, immigration
illégale : ces chinois qui descendent clandestinement d’un cargo avec une corde
pour tenter de rejoindre la cote a la nage et se noient. Lung Tiu, Won, Tee et
You Young, Chu Foo, on a les noms. Gréve des magons (mais cela justifierait
cette haine de Lovecraft dans Horreur 4 Red Hook puis Lui?). Une lettre a
Iencre empoisonnée dans I'Illinois. Un meurtre par jour a Chicago. Et ce
cambriolage dans le métro a Broadway, a I'heure méme ou Lovecraft
probablemente y pase. MacMillan a rejoint la base d’ot il va lancer ses avions.



Le portrait d'Ernst Lubistch en pleine page, en tant que « movie director » : ce
serait donc un geste atsitique ?

New York Times, 3 aoGt 1925. Deux hommes ont eu raison hier de la vigilance du
responsable de la station Broadway — 96¢me rue de I'Interborough, vers 19h30, a
I'heure de plus grande presse, alors quau moins 1000 personnes transitaient par les
trois quais de la station. Les voleurs, un noir (negro) et un homme blanc (white man),
s’y sont pris avec une audace qui a surpris les policiers. Ils avaient d’évidence étudié
soigneusement le terrain, prenant méme la précaution de couper les lignes internes de
téléphone. Les voleurs ont accompli leur travail et sont repartis sans éveiller la moindre
suspicion, I'un d’eux ayant méme calmement répondu a la demande de deux voyageurs
en manque de monnaie. Edward Conrad, le surveillant de nuit, a pris son poste a
19 heures. Il a recu de I'agent de journée un sac contenant 370 dollars en billets, et un
un autre sac contenant 50 dollars en petite monnaie, plus la recette vérifiée de 161,65
dollars. Il a souhaité bonne nuit a4 son prédécesseur avant de s'enfoncer dans la
monotonie de son travail, rendant la monnaie a travers son guichet. Vingt minutes
plus tard, un négre de couleur claire s’'est montré a la porte latérale, fermée par une
chaine. « Je suis le nouveau poin¢onneur, a-t-il dit a Conrad, je dois faire pointer ma
fiche. » Ce qui ne faisait pas partie du travail de Conrad. « Va voir le collegue de I'autre
quai », a-t-il répondu. Quelques minutes plus tard, un homme blanc basané s’est
présenté au guichet : « Je voudrais le plan des stations Interborough », a-t-il dit, et
Conrad, qui était occupé, lui a demandé d’attendre une minute. Des centaines de
passagers s'écoulaient et Conrad devait rendre la monnaie. Et comme il allait servir
I'homme, toute une troupe de matelots débarquant des bateaux de guerre amarrés dans
I'Hudson au niveau de la 96¢me rue le retardérent encore. Finalement il ouvrit son
armoire pour chercher une carte. Il sentit alors un pistolet appuyé dans son dos et une
voix lui dire : « Cache-toi la-dessous ». Conrad fut contraint de se baisser sous le
comptoir, et, deux voyageurs demandant a changer un billet contre de la monnaie, le
voleur les leur rendit de sa propre poche. A peine ils étaient partis que le negro revint,
tandis que l'autre gardait toujours son pistolet pointé. « Tout va bien, patron », dit le
negro 4 Conrad, en s'emparant de la caisse, qu’il tendit a l'autre homme. Et ils
disparurent dans les couloirs du métro, tandis que Conrad tentait vainement d’alerter
ses chefs par téléphone. Les enquéteurs découvrirent les fils coupés, mais prirent en
note une description trés précise des malfrats.
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9 Chinese Fight Ebb Tide té Enter Country;
2 Believed Lost After Swirnming for Hours

Employing a ruse (o prevent detection,
near midnight Saturday nine Chinese
seamen who wanted to enter the coun-
iy lu vivlation of the lmn\!srntlon lawo
descended a rope from the stern of the
Asiatic - Petroleum Company's tanker
Chiton at its dock at Bayonne and
struck out in the moonlight for the
Staten Island shor:. Early yesterday
inorning seven were picked up by ves-
sels as they struggled with an ebb tide
jn the Kill Van Kull. Two were be-
lleved to have been drowned.

* The nine made preparations for their
swim for the unlawful entry\ into the
United States by obtaining the assist-
ance of two comrades. Toward mid-
night when there was only one watch-
man on.the dock, th:se two made a run
down) the gangplank making as much
noise as they could. The wetchman ran
to intercept them ani while he was thus
occupled the' ninc :lld down the rope
and swam away.

it

. »

The ebh, tide soon scattered the swim-
mers, although six managed to keep
fairly close together. Ahead, a dark
bump under the mwen, thex uoula see
New Brighton, which" they thought
meant safety. That vislon kept them
fighting the tide.

Lung Tiu was driven north toward St.
George, far from the others, and some
‘time after midnight when his strength
was’ nearly gone he was sighted by the
crew of the excursion .boat express on
its way back from Coney Island to
Bayonne. He was  hauled aboard,
brought to Bayonne and sent to the
Bayonné, Hospital. Later he was sent
back to the ship.

Six_others, Won Young, Tom 'Wanan,
Tee Young, Lou Sam, Chu Foo and You
Young were carried toward Robbins
Reef. The tug Ashbourne found them
in groups of two, nearly exhausted, and
took them ‘to St. George, 3. I, whe
they were turned over to the police.
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Score Are Hurt in Bay State Klan Riot;
Three Arrested After Siege in Farmhouse

Specail to The New York Times.

WESTWOOD, Mass.,, Aug. 2.—A score
of persons, three of them women, were
injured, and three alleged Xlansmen,
one the son of the Chief™of Police at
Sudbury, were arrested this afternoon
during a rfot that followed the breaking
up of a Ku Klux Klan meeting on a
field in Westwood.

More than thirty of the Xlensmen.
chased from the field by several hun-
dred citizens, took refuge in th: home
of Stephen Illsley, owner of the farm
on which the meeting was held, and
were besleged for a half hour until the
State constabulary came and protected
them while they escaped in automobiles.

During the half hour that-the Klans-
men were at bay, scores of stones
and other missiles were hurled into
the Ilisley house, shattering window
frames and wrecking a conslderable part

of the furniture. Threats were made to
burn the house. Approximately 1,000
motorists, in addition to the 75 Klan
members and sympathizers, the 300 anti-
Klansmen, and several hundred other
residents of Westwood were present

,during the trouble.

The men arrested were Perley W.
Libby of Sudbury. Rov Hall. son of
the Sudbury Chief of Police, and William
Gordon Moore, whose address was not
glven. They were taken to the Norfolk
County jail at Dedham, charged with
carrying concealed weapons,

Most of the injured were Klansmen
who were struck by missiles or pleces
of broken glass from shattered wind-
shields of automobiles. Several of the
injured were advised by the police to go
to the hospital for treatment, but they
feared that if the‘r did so thelr identity
would be disclosed.
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POISON PEN FIGURES
IN CISTERN DEATH

Vicious_ Letters to Woman and
Illinois Family Preceded Find-.
: ing of Her Body.

Special to The XYew York Times.

MATTOON, Ill., Aug. 2.—Polson pen
letters, which included what purported
to be Ku Klux Klen threats played an
{mportant part in ffie mysterious death
yesterday of Miss Cora Stallman, aged
48, a former Cinclinati school teacher
and for the past foar years manager of
the $230,000 farm owned here by her
sister, Mrs. anpa S:aman.

Miss Stallma.i's bedy was found seated
in a clstern with some of the letters
floating about. Although her head was
under the surface, . Coroner F. 8.
Schilling reported that the autopsy per-
formed today revesled no water In the
lunge and showaed feath wae not duvs ta
drowning. Aslde from a small scratch
on the face, there was no mark of
violence.

The body was sen: tonight to the home
of Miss Stallman's sister, Mrs. Warren
Klinney, In Cincinmt!, for burial. The

organs will be sert to the Unlvoralty
of Illinois for analysis for polso

The Coroner would not eomment upon
the anonymous lectiers pending the In-
quest to be held later this week, but it
was Jearned that notes, all of them
viclous In nature, }ad been received at
intervals during the last three months
not only by Miss Stallman, but also by
Thomas A. Seaman, husband of Anna

Seaman, who, however, lives on an ad-
farm;

Joining BEaward Seaman, a
v, @ tonant of the
and ioany utlicis.
Mrs. Anna Seamar never recelved any
of the letters, ;lthuxfh those addressed
to her husband wer: left at her place.
The letters to th: Seamans discussed
the intimate affairs of the family -nd
were full ho:

| NAGHILLAN AT ETAH

PREPARES PLANES

U Navy Flier Reports It Will Take
Four Days to Build Base
fur Pular Dash.
¢ BEACH MUST BE LEVELED

. N
! Big Rocks to Be Moved and Run-
ways Made—Arctic Broadcast
Is Heard In the West.

Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2.—-On account
of the poor character of the beach found
by the MacMillan Arctic -Expedition on
ito ausival L ulplhit at Btal, Osven-
land, it will be necessary to construct
runways before the American Naval
Tliers ying the will
be able to “hop off”-in thelr polar
flights from that point.

Lieut. Commander Richard E. Byrd,
commanding the flying end of the expe-
dition, reported by radlo to the Navy
Department today after a careful sur-

arrival of the Peary and Bowdoin at
Etah that, due to difficult operating con-
ditions, four days will be required for
erection of the planes and construction
j of the base. He also reported that the
naval cafrier pigeons. which have been
taken along to send back emergency
messages, are in good shape in the
frozen north.
P 4

Byrd's

was as

arges, according to the reclplenu.
Mlss Stallman took hers very\much to
heart, and recenuz Thomas Seaman con-
sulted a lawyer abcut them.

A peculiar connocion between the Sea-
man letters and Miss Stallman exists in
the fact that every letter, whether sent
through the malfls or left on the farm,
came {nto_the hands of its {inal reciplent
through Miss Stalman. The missives
wene all in laboricusly printed charac-
ters, well phrased 11 most cases.

A comparison of the printed text and
Miss Staliman’s haadwriting was made.
Coroner Schﬂllng :ald that no connec-

rj “ en Iould between the two
-c X

One of the Ku Ilux letters received,
so known because of its signature, de-
manded $200. None¢ of the Seaman fam-
ily had joined the order, nor had they
opposed it.

“Peary and Bowdoin lald ‘to this
morning from 4:10 to 8:10. Followed
! closze to coast line and hai good view
| of maay gigantic glaciers. Arrived Etah

tonight (Saturday), 9 o'clock. Weather

bad, with wet snow and fog covering
hills down to a_hundred feet.

*“Only one small beach in the whole
harbor, as the beach line i almost uni-
versally rocky, with many cliffs and
rocky hills arising from the water's

l’lnnn will have to be erected

. due to the lack of space
on the Peary ach je sandy and
pcbbly. S0 thu runwa}a will hue to
be made for cach plane to keep the
wheels from sinking in.

““There are many large rocks on the
beach that will have to be cleared off.
It is fifty feet wide and forty deep
and too steep at present for uSe, but

can-be leveled down sufficiently to use.
*Will start landing plares at 5 to-
morrow morning. Due to dlmc:}t op-

erating condmons. tour days be
uired to n(i't
l.e'q'l’ersonnel in ‘ood condition and

very keen to get started. Pigeons in
good shape. WIII take them ashore to-
morrow to orientate them. Two pails of

are nesting.

vey of the beach made immediately after )
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CHICAGO RECORDS [:
X HURDER A DAY |

- Crime Commission Sets Forth ine
Statistics of Worst Year
in City's History.

Chicago Crt
Chl

CHICAGO, Aug. 2.—Persons are being

than cne’each day. A total of 227 have,

i

contrast is avallable because of the ar-
rival yesterday of the annual repert for

thll e g dulh

) was made

ssion.
hld l Donullllen of 2701,

1,705
1921 had a

211
the murdm at the
el my

has decided |
murder, apd the

o Sagerrs

cago. idon’s populati:

ronon‘d xor mn at 7480201 tor_its
Chicago’s tﬂr 1920,

ondon had one murder for each 278,

the
n _ascri to the territory un-
lllrM(ellnn of the London
ounty counell, riitsh “would not
'make so good a

‘The !lla of the mnrdenu in the two

. in 192). clties same supplles more
INCLUDES 'NO HOMICIDES .,.,.mm.m ot 87853, Thoss are ot ng..m.u..‘ materia °P
- tigures of each. 'In 1019 “crimes of violence" Com.
- Sinady rwted 79 murders when Chi- [missioner Norwood prints in his snnual
cago's was 330: in 1020 Canada re|report:
Western Metropolls Has Had 13 ra, Chicugo 104; in 1021 | “Twenty-seven cases of alleged mur-
Zonads 76, Chicigo wo. and in 1922 |der of persons above one year
Times as Many Murders Rela- Cnnld\ reported 56, lo Chicago's to- [were r:lccl'dod (in lm), as uunn
ed 235, enty-eighi two
tively as Canada, Gn tae basis of these figures for 1822 |der by .borilnn being lneluded h the
— had one murder for each 11,848 |figures of 1922. One
mes, | Sach 06,019 porsins. - Retativels Chic (45 52 feurss ot Tk v lud'uA =
eacl pe 8. Al Y. Sume A een mit! in D
Speotal te The New York Tt 250 tad thirteen times as many mur- 1922, but was mot Jmo s
o

da.
murdered In Chicago at a rate of more Anolldr view of the local sltuation by

In_ seventeen cases, sixteen persons

(one fn respect to two murders) were

and

the act was 1t
me died while awaiting trial and one is

no case of
unlol'cd murder oocurred during
year.

Aged Woman Found cauuht In Bog.

An unidentified woman, unconsclous
fro mexhaustion. was rescued last night
from a Staten Island marsh whero she
had lain in mud and water for more
than twenty-four hours. As a result of
the exposure and her age, estimated et
70 years, it was sald last night at the
Staten Island Hospital that she would
probably afe.

o T 4 poura From the maahe
ton, eard growns from the morass
and floundered through the darkness to

find the woman. How she came there
‘was a mystery to the police.
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WARNER BROTHERS

their subeletios. Andhx—h-nmdnan
m.h: the piccurizacion o lifc with

| fidelity,. Whether disecting » tromen-
dous seage creaticn oe 2 smple heart-coocing deama
&nnﬂnydnylﬂglnbn@&vdmnhmnc

THR AMERICAN SCRIEN long needed 3 grest peo-
ducing geaius vho would lead the industry 1o the

of is to the
realizanion of ie ddeals.

The man needel appeared in the person of Erut
Lagitxch.

mrrsca browght o the Screen new vision and
new courage. He exposed shams and shallow
notioos sbout pictures. Me saw that all 1o aften
thar which washeralded as “ greamess™ was merely
“bigness,” with mob scemes and lavish serrings,
‘wholly lacking h faichfal presentation of the deeper
pessions and impulscs of buman life.

wmmsa wodesnds bimas emosices in all

power in cvey
LRITGTS m:-mlul -npkuy Libitsch
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The new Warner Classics scintllace with the
gomius of grest suthors, brilliant acors sd acoresses
and directons of intermational resown. The name
" Warser Clawic™ is 3 guarsntoe of & jicnre you
will thoroughly enjoy. Warch foe snoumxement,

"If it’s @ wARNER Picture, it's a Clawic”

JARNER

Classics ol'lhc

BROS




