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un an avec Howard Phillips Lovecraft
#214 | 4 aoat 1925

« Pour en revenir a 'agenda, ce mardi 4, me suis levé 4 midi,

o ai écrit des lettres, et recu un appel téléphonique de Loveman
que j’ai retrouvé a la librairie de la IV® avenue avant d’aller
diner (pot-au-feu-créme glacée) a ’Automat, puis voyage
jusqu’a son logement pour inspecter ses trésors littéraires.
Ces derniers sont, comme je I'ai peut-étre mentionné lorsque
je les ai vus a Cleveland il y a trois ans, exceptionnellement
variés et précieux. Des lettres autographes dhommes aussi
célebres que Chatterton, Clare, David Gray, Browning,
Dowson, Beardsley, Dermody, &c. &c., des livres d'une
rareté fabuleuse, une piéce de théatre compléte et inédite en
MS de Thomas Wade-&e. &c. J'espére vraiment qu’il n’aura pas a se
séparer de ces biens précieux par nécessité économique ! Il m’a lu la fin
de son poéme en prose 7The Sphinx, qui est aussi dramatique et coloré
que les parties précédentes, ainsi que le seul chapitre terminé du roman
sur la guerre civile, Thracia Deane, quil a commencé et qui semble
promettre une puissance et une vivacité inhabituelles. Je suis reparti a
1h30 du matin apreés lui avoir promis de I'aider a trouver une chambre a
Brooklyn le jour suivant. Il n’aime pas 'atmosphére des quartiers chics,
et a trouvé le petit appartement incroyablement bondé a cause de
larrivée de quelques parents de son héte. Je suis ensuite rentré, ai lu
puis me suis couché. Ces longs trajets en métro, je les améliore toujours
en lisant les livrets Haldeman-Julius dont mes poches sont pleines. En
ce moment, les nouvelles de Rudyard Kipling, qui peut certainement
écrire des histoires merveilleusement étranges quand il le souhaite. La
marque de Ia béte est un petit chef-d’ceuvre ».




[1925, mardi 4 aoit]

Up noon — write — down to meet Loveman at Martin’s Book Shop —
Automat — up to 115 St — look over MSS. & c. — return & retire.

Levé & midi. Ecrit. En ville pour rendez~vous avec Loveman a la
librairie Martin. On déjeune a 'Automat, et on remonte jusqu’a la
115¢me . rue. Me montre ses manuscrits, etc. Retour {5 couché.

Posons la question a l'inverse de nos habitude (¢a pourra servir quand de
nouveau nous n‘aurons plus les lettres) : quest-ce que Lovecraft écrit a Lillian
qu’il n’a pas inscrit dans son carnet ? Par exemple le menu a 'Automat, par
exemple la liste des trésors que Loveman a rapportés de Cleveland (il devra en
vendre bon nombre pour tenir 2 New York), et surtout des surtout que, dans la
poche de son costume neuf, il ne part jamais sans deux ou trois opuscules des
Little Blue Books, et que c’est Kipling qu’aujourd’hui il relit. A Automat ce
jour pot roast & ice cream et expédition jusqu’a la chambre de Loveman pour
en examiner les trésors : Loveman collectionne les lettres autographes, et la
réaction de Lovecraft est mitigée, commentant plus la valeur commerciale des
livres, lettres, manuscrits et curiosités de la collection commencée, que des
objets eux-mémes. D’ailleurs, nous ne connaissons plus aucun nous (sinon
Chatterton) de ceux dont Loveman a obtenu des reliques — certes le moindre
mot de Lovecraft a Loveman vaudrait plus cher que la derniére piéce manuscrite
non publiée de Thomas Wade. « Un long trajet en métro », dit Lovecraft de
son retour, depuis presque Harlem jusqu’a Brooklyn : certainement au moins
cinquante minutes. Mais s’il part de chez Loveman a 1 h 30 du matin et arrive
chez lui a 2 h 30 comment nous vénérerions aujourd’hui, au lieu des menus de
I'’Automat, quelques croquis de ce qu'il y a vu. Dans le 7imes, la réticence du
journal 4 mettre en avant le geste fabuleusement provocateur de cette Mme
Gardener, oubliée de l'histoire, a laquelle pourtant elle porte un fameux coup
de butoir — coup de boule, carrément. Et respectueusement (c’est le crine de
Lovecraft aussi, que Providence aurait da garder).

New York Times, 4 aott 1925. De Washington, le 4 aott. Guy Moffett, de la
commission des Affaires civiles, et exécuteur testamentaire de Mme Henlen Hamilton
Gardener, a apporté hier un démenti aux allégations de la presse, rapportant que son
cerveau avait été incinéré, contrairement 2 ses instructions testamentaires de le confier
a 'université Cornell pour l'intérét de la science. M Moftett a précisé que le cerveau
de Mme Gardener avait été prélevé au Walter Reed Army General Hospital et avait



été porté a I'université Cornell. Le cerveau de Mme Gardener a été trouvé en bon état
lors de l'extraction, mais sans qu'aucune précision sur sa taille, structure etc ne soit
apportée par les personnels en charge de I'opération post-mortem. Les autorités de
I'hopital ont dit qulils ne pouvaient transmettre aucune information sans l'ordre
express du Corps médical des armées. Les instructions laissées par Mme Gardener
autorisent I'université Cornell a établir de soigneuses comparaisons entre son propre
cerveau et celui de quelques hommes célebres, pour établir si la taille et la structure du
cerveau présentent des variantes selon le sexe. Mme Gardener prétend que non, et a
fait don de son cerveau pour prouver le contraire. « C’est un probléme fondamental »,
avait-elle déclaré et y a consacré un ouvrage avec le Dr Spitzka de New York, intitulé
Le sexe du cerveau. Ses amis rapportent quelle considérait le don de son cerveau

comme le point final 4 cet ouvrage.
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Pmmsnvm PortlandCementwasused
. in the massive concrete foundations of
the Bear Mountair Bridgeacross the Hud-

son to insure a structure that would be as
permanent as the hills which it connects.

You can not secure better cement than
Pennsylvania. Every bag exceeds the U.S.
G dard requi Start-
ing with the best quality of cement rock,

every step of e the ce-
ment we produce must always beworthy to
bear the Pennsylvania brard.

N The Pre-test .

WE THOROUGHLY test the fusec clinker from which
cement is made, 30 days or more before any cement
is ground for shipment. A miniature grinding mill
installed in our laboratories duplicates actual pro-
cess of manufacture. This makes it possible to know
that the quality of Pennsylvania Portland Cement
is certain cvery time. Nothing i left to chance.
‘This reputation for quality has been the determin-
ing factor by the leading architects and engineers
of the country to select Pennsylvania Cement in
such important work as the New York and Brooklyn
Subways, the Polo Grounds, the American News Co.
Bldg., the ncw Brooklyn Court House, the Bronx
Market and the Vehicular Tuand Entrancea.
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PENNSYLVANIA CEMENT COMPANY
o,

" Philadelphin
Bufela
Portland Poist,N. Y,

New York
Boston
Plants: Bath, Penneylvania

¥ . a minute
e to sign this coupon

— and you canlearn

—how to use concrete in freezing
teather

—how to test sand and cement

—how to make concrete water~
proof .

~—how to concrete under water

—how to shoot concrete out of a
“gun”

—how to figire costs and quan~
tities quickly
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CHAPLIN ARRIVES
FOR HIS NEW FILN

Comes From Chicagco/- for' Pres-
entation of ‘The Gold Rush”
Here on Aug. 15.

A BIT GRAYER, BUT LIVEL

- ¢
Comments Humorously ‘6n the “|
Knew Him When"” People’ Who
Occasionally Corner Him.

Charlie Chaplin arrived «here yester-
day morning from Hollywood, after a
day's stop-over in Chicago. He was
accompanied by Harry d'Arrast, a
Frenchman, who officlated as assistant
director of Mr. Ch®plin's last picture,
“The Gold Rush.” Mr. Chaplin canre’
here for the presentation of his new
comedy which, according to plans fol-
lowing a conference 'ymcrday morning,
is to open at the Mark' Strand Theatre
just before midnight on Aug. 15. This
film has been running for several weeks
in Hollywood, where it is meeting with
Ereat success. i

Mr. Chaplin was met at thg station by
some of his Eastern representatives, in-
cluding Arthur Kelly, Vice President of
the United Artists’ Corporation. The
comedian’s hair is a little grayer than
it was when he was here -about two
years ago for Lhe presentation of ‘A
Woman of Paris,”” but he appears to be
in excellent health and his step is as
lively as ever.

Referring to persons rgcognizing him,
Mr, Chaplin waxed humorous when
seated, with one leg under him, on a
sofa in his suite in the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel.

“‘I occasionally encounter one of those
persons who remembers me from the
vaudeville days,” sald Mr. Chaplin.
““They often do not know how to say
good-bye and it is extremely difficult to
Bet away frum (hem. This (Hype will
come up to me and say quietly:

** *Mr. Chaplin, I believe?",

“I admit I am Chaplin, and he forth-
with goes on, still in an ordinary con-
versational tone: <L saw you In 1908 in
vaudeville,” anl then in a rasping volce
that can be heard all over the place, he
ejaculates: ‘Am 1 right? I agree, con-
fess and mumble. He repeats this, add-
Ing that 1908 Is a long while ago, and
then blares out again: ‘Am I right? He
pften does it a third or fourth time with-
out much variation to his questions. ¥
say that I am glad to have seen him,
that I am flattered that he remembered
me, and that sometimes he looks as if
he were golng to Ying his friends up.
It is then high time to put one's foot
down.""

““The Gold Rush" is a plcture which

in a moasure refloots somao of the dis-
appointments of the comedian's early
career. It has taken nearly two years
to produce, and Chaplin has had it in
his mind for sesveral years. “The Gold
Rush” has a background of Alaska,
and in it Charlle is seen as a pathetic
plodder over the snows, as a gold hunt-
er, and also as a very hungry little
man.
Chaplin said that his wife was well,
and that everything was happy at home.
His son has been named Spencer Chap-
lin and i¢ sald to bear a strong resem-
blance to Papa Chaplin.

SAYS BRAIN BEQUEST|
HAS BEEN FULFILLED

Executor Under Mrs. Garden-
er's Will Declares Organ
Was Sent to Cornell.

CREMATION REPORT DENIED

Unlverslty Authoritics Ilave Not Yot
Recelved the Braln, but Are
Expecting It.

Spaclﬁl to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 4.—-Guy Moffett
of the Civil Service Commission, one
of the executors under the will of Mra.
Helen Hamilton Gardener, {ssued today
a denial of press reports that her brain
had been cremated, contrary to instruc-
ticns In her will devising it to Cornell
University for the use of sclence.

Mr. Moffett stated that Mrs. Garden-
er's brain was removed at Walter Reed
Army General Hospital and had teen
shipped to Cornell University.

Mrs. Gardener's brain was found in
good condition when removed, but no
particulars regarding its construction,
size, &e., were obtainable today from
officers in charge at Walter Reed Hos-
pital, where the post mortem operaon
was performed, Hospital officials sald
they could not discuss the opera.ion
under strict Army Medical Corps orders.

Obsgervance of the instructions given
in Mrs. Gardener's will will enable
members of the Cornell Brain Associ-
ation, and sclence in general, to make
careful comparison of the brain of Mrs.
Gardener with the ULralns or ramous
men in thelr study of the ques:ion
whether there s any variation in brain
cells due to sex. Mrs. Gardener had
contendec* that there was no structural
diference in the brains of man and
woman and contributed her own brain
toMpro\g h&:r contention.

rs. Gardener's interest 1

was awakened in 18S2, s|v)1“erlml°)r..“ eﬁs
Uam Alexander Hammond, then Surgeon
General of the United States, declared
there was a fundamental difference be-
tween the brains of men and women.
She regarded Dr. Hammond's declara-
tlon as a challenge, which she decided
to accept. and she began an exhaustive
investigation into the subject.

Mrs. Gardencr took a post-graduate
course in biology and medicine, and in
the preparation of her thesis on the sub-
Ject she sought the advice of Dr. I2d-
ward Anthony Spitzka of New Yorl,
an authority on the brain and nervous
system. She framed ten _questions which
80 interested the specialist that he went
to work with her in an effort to solve
the question.

en Mrs. Gardener's questions were
submitted to Dr. Spitzka he is repre-
sented as having declared, ‘“This is
fundamental work,”” and that It had
never been done before. She and Dr,
Spitzka worked together on the prob-
lem more than a year.

The result of Mrs. Gardener's’ stuiles
was embraced In her work, ‘“‘Sex in
Brain,” In which she contradicted tho
theory that there was sex In brain. Her
friends say she bequcathed her brain
:g stl:lence as a final point in her wriiten

esls.




